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EXT. BATTLEFI ELD - TRENCH - DAY ( PRETEND WORLD)

A WN trench. It thunders and rain pours. The trench turns
into a roaring creek.

SPLASH SPLASH SPLASH!

GERTIE (around 9) hard charges and skids to a stop as she
hunches down agai nst an earthen wall. She clutches a bolt-
action Springfield 1903 and hol ds her Brodie helnmet to her
head.

BAM A bonb goes off above her and debris showers her.

She gets up at once, unshaken, and determ ned to keep novi ng
toward a heavy duty mlitary truck.

SPLASH!

GERVAN SOLDI ER #1, its nonster-human face shadowed by a
spi ked hel net, drops into the trench in front of her.

Certie goes to affix her bayonet. She's interrupted-
SPLASH!

CGertie gasps and turns to see GERMAN SOLDI ER #2, who di spl ays
a wde grin of rotten pointy teeth.

Certie's jaw firns and she takes the initiative to attack!
They fight, Certie dual-wielding her rifle and bayonet, and
the German Sol diers using their bayonet-fixed rifles as
spears.

She stabs German Soldier #1 in the thigh. It roars in pain.
She takes off to run but German Sol di er #1 snatches her
ankl e.

Certie falls and | oses her weapons.

German Sol di er #2 stands over her and chortles.

Gertie turns, know ng what's com ng.

German Sol dier #2 raises its spear to skewer Certie.

SVACK

A basebal | -si zed rock hits German Sol di er #2 square in the
face. It stunbles back in surprise and feels its face.



DANNY (around 9), a cool cucunber and in uniformlike Gertie,
wi nks at Certie as he shoulders off his rifle.

GERTI E
Danny!

DANNY
What're you waiting for? Let's go!

German Sol di er #1 uses the trench wall to get to its feet and
groans out:

CERVAN SOLDI ER #1
(in German)
Get them

Cerman Sol dier #2 clears the cobwebs to see Danny and Certie
turning a corner and di sappeari ng.

German Sol di er #2 hurdl es down the trenches and rounds the
corner into--

The business-end of Gertie and Danny's Springfields.
OVER BLACK

BAM BAM Two gunshots.

BACK TO SCENE

Gertie runs to the truck, clinbs onto the step and pauses to
survey the battlefield.

The eneny arny overruns the trenches.

CGERTI E
It ain't over till it's over.

She slides her Springfield onto the dash, hops in and | ooks
for the keys as Danny hops into the passenger seat.

DAD (O. S.)
Gertiel Get out of that truck!

CGertie gasps and looks in the sideview mrror as DAD (|l ate
30s), covered in sweat froma run, approaches the cab in a
nmoder n day, sunny worl d.

EXT. M LITARY FAM LY HOUSE - MO NG TRUCK - DAY

Dad wal ks by the side of a nodern noving truck and takes a



drink fromhis water bottle.
| NT. MOVI NG TRUCK - DAY

Certie slunps in nodern oversized mlitary clothing and
stares at the water gun rifle on the dash. The guillotine is
nigh for the only one in the cab.

Dad hangs over the open wi ndow and catches his breath.

DAD
What did | say about the truck?

GERTI E
[t's not ours. We couldn't afford the
i nsurance. Don't break it.

DAD
Did you win? Are you hurt?
GERTI E
We'll get'emin the end and | ain't

got tinme to bl eed.
Dad opens the driver door.

DAD
| believe it. Qutta the truck, c'npn

Certie glances at the enpty side beside her.
CERTI E
(to hersel f)
Good wor k, Danny.
She drags her rifle off the dash and slides out.

EXT. MLITARY FAM LY HOUSE - DAY

Dad puts his armaround his little girl as they navigate
around novi ng boxes and furniture to the front door.

A busy MOVER with a dolly jettisons out the front door.

DAD
Split up!

Dad and Gertie dramatically split to nmake way.

The Mover passes between, amnused.



GERTI E
That was cl ose!

DAD
Dude, | know But we nade it.
Dad pauses.
DAD
(to Certie)
Did | nention |I've got a surprise for
you?
GERTI E
Dad, no nore experinmental recipes..
pl ease. | threw up last tinme.
Dad | aughs.
DAD

Not this time ny little guinea pig.

A mlitary base. Near cookie cutter houses probably built
around WN | .

EXT. MLITARY FAM LY HOUSE - DAY

Dad and Gertie sit on the front porch with fishing pol es.
Crickets CHHRP in the early norning.

They | ooks as if they've been waiting for a while.
Dad checks hi s phone.

DAD
|'"'msorry, she nust've gotten held up.

CERTI E
Next tinme just don't tell ne anything.

Certie nopes off toward a station wagon. Dad fol |l ows.

DAD
Maybe she'll neet us for |unch.
Dad opens the back hatch as Gertie waits, listless.

A big blue bus RAMBLES toward them and at the driveway.

Dad takes Gertie's fishing pole. Gertie, entranced with
antici pation, doesn't noti ce.



Br akes SQUEAL.

MOM (m d-30s), mlitary jacket slung over her shoul der, steps
off the truck. She's built l|ike a Mack truck and just as
i ntimdating.

DAD
(to Certie)
Go get her.
Gertie | aunches before Dad can finish the sentence.
Gertie and Mom enbr ace.
EXT. POND - DAY

A fishing bobber bobs about on the surface of a pond.

Gertie skirts the pond and investigates the dark, nurky
shal l ows. Her fishing pole sits in a rod hol der.

Dad and Mom sit side by side in canping chairs, but only Dad
fishes. They're in the mddle of a hushed argunent.

MOM
| said I'"'mfine, | slept on the bus.

DAD
Just checki ng.

MOM
Gertie, not too close!

CGertie acknowl edges with only a thunbs up.

DAD
We didn't get to finish before-

MOM
| said I'"mnot going. Everything is
fine.

DAD

No one is fine.
Dad realizes he's |loud and adjusts his voice.

DAD
After a few adult beverages it cones
out. Every tine you neet new people
you nake sure it comes up. You want to



talk about it, just not with sonmeone
that can hel p you, soneone that can
hel p... us.

Mom stares off, angry.

DAD
We all need it and we'll go together,
as a famly.

MOM
He wasn't your son.

Mom regrets her blurt.
Dad | ooks skewer ed.

MOM
We're not doing this right now

Dad, a hole in his chest, allows defeat and reels his |ine.
A WATER MONSTER s unfriendly eyes energe above dark water.

Gertie, a Native American warrior, grips a spear and prepares
to do battle at the water's edge.

Danny stands behind her, same garb, with a bow at the ready.
EXT. M LITARY FAM LY HOUSE - FRONT PORCH - DAY

CGertie waits on the front steps with a school backpack and
| unch bag.

Danny sits down beside her and checks his |unch bag.
D sappoi ntment crosses his face.

DANNY
Mom made | unch.

I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - GARAGE - DAY

Dad sits anongst towers of noving boxes and unpacks a box as
Mom st ands against the interior door. They're in the mdst of
an argument.

MOM
Then where is it?

DAD
Look around- we still have a mllion



boxes to go through. I'msure it's
j ust packed away in a m sl abel ed box
or what ever.

MOM
| know what box | put it in.

Dad picks up a box fromthe mddle of the garage and sets it
atop another to unbox. A large nmetal grate is uncovered.

DAD
If you're insinuating that | did
sonething wth it- are you?

MOM
No, that's not what |'m saying.

I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - GARAGE TUNNEL - DAY

A roughly hewn tunnel big enough for a young child wth a
smal |, crude | adder attached to the wall. Cobwebs.

Voi ces echo down toward a netal hatch

The wheel handl e turns.

DAD (O S.)
Then what are you sayi ng?
MOM (O S.)
Forget it. Certie needs to get to

school .

Cobwebs dance through the tunnel as a draft blows upwards.

DAD (O S.)
Gertie is spending nore and nore tine
Wit h-
MOM (O S.)
Don' t.
DAD (O S.)
It's getting worse.
MOM (O S.)
| heard you. | thought you were going

to talk to her?



10 INT. MLITARY HOUSE - GARAGE - DAY
Cobweb fingers reach fromthe grate as the draft escapes.
Dad and Mom | ook at one another, tired of fighting.

DAD
Trying to talk to her about it just
makes it worse. W need soneone to
hel p, we all-

MOM
['Il handle it. I'"mon | eave for the
next nonth anyways.

DAD
You didn't tell nme you were on | eave.

Momturns to | eave.

MOM
| forgot.

Dad pauses as he's about to hit nerve, and Mom knows it.

MOM
VWhat ?

DAD
How much | onger can we do this?

MOM
Then figure out what you want to do.

The interior door slans.
Dad stands al one, contenplating what has gone w ong.
11  INT. MLITARY HOUSE - HALLWAY - DAY

Mom st ands outside the interior garage door and w pes a tear.
She shrugs off the near cry and marches down the hal |l way.

12 INT. MLITARY HOUSE - GARAGE - DAY

Dad rummges around a box and tries to shrug off being upset,
but can't, and shoves the box. He kicks it. And again. Again.

13 INT. MLITARY HOUSE - GARAGE TUNNEL - DAY

THUD THUD THUD! Dad ki cking the box repeatedly echoes off the



walls of the tunnel down to--

The netal hatch Iifts and long claws, covered in black and
green nol d, appears!

14 EXT. MLITARY FAM LY HOUSE - FRONT PORCH - DAY

Certie lays on the | anding, hands behi nd her head, eyes
cl osed.

A door OPENS and Mom hovers over her.
MOM
You didn't fold your clothes |ast
ni ght. Has Dad been goi ng easy on you?

Certie tries not to look guilty and give Dad up.

MOM
You ready?

GERTI E
Yeah.

MOM

School m ght be different than what
you're used to. That's the reality of
it.

GERTI E
Wy ?

MOM
Dad told you the DODDs school was
full, and this is a public school,
right?

GERTI E
Yeah.

MOM

It just mght be alittle different
than what you're used to. Just face it
head on, face what's in front of you
and everything will be all right.
Certie gulps, having really not considered a difference.
15 INT. CAR (PARKED) - DAY

CGertie | ooks at a drab, gulag-style prison in the mddle of
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wi nter through the car w ndow.

Mom checks through Gertie's lunch box and pulls out a
packaged browni e.

MOM
| thought we agreed on heal thier
| unches.

CGertie tries not to give away the cul prit. Through the w ndow
SCHOOL KIDS flood into the main entrance of a nornmal school
on a sunny day.

CERTI E
| didn't put that there.

MOM
Then who di d?

GERTI E
| don't know

MOM
Gertrude.

Certie opens the car door.

MOM
Dad. . .

Mom zi ps up the lunch bag and holds it out for Certie.

MOM
| love you. And renmenber what | said.

I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

TICK. TOCK. TICK TOCK. A German cuckoo clock sits a cluttered
cof fee table.

Dad sl eeps on a couch in a half put-together living room his
hand on his chest over a cl osed box-cutter.

MONSTER S POV - LI VI NG ROOM
Peers from behind a noving box, eye-level, at Dad.
Runs, GRUMBLI NG and slides beneath the coffee table.

Clinbs up the couch to the arnrest and | ooks down on Dad.
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Focuses on the rising and falling knife.
BACK TO SCENE

Dad wakes up, surprised to have nodded off. A small anount of
greeni sh bl ack goo covers his nouth and drips down his chin.

He scratches his chest, sans box-cutter, and finds the goo on
hi s nout h.

DAD
VWhat the...?

He | ooks up at the ceiling to find the goo's source, but
doesn't see anything, then discreetly checks his nose and
sniffs.

He announces to the house as he changes into running gear:

DAD
| think I'"mcom ng down with a col d.
The green snot kind. Gonna head out
for a run. Kick the ole imune system
into gear.
EXT. NEI GHBORHOOD STREET - DAY

Dad jogs down a street with ease and passes sinilar houses to
his own. He enjoys the jog and scenery.

He jogs in place as he waits on a car to pass, but the car
sl ows down and the DRI VER waves hi m on.

Dad waves thanks and jogs into the road.
In the mddle of the road a coughing fit takes hold of Dad.
The Driver rolls down their wi ndow and sticks their head out.

DRI VER
You OK?

Dad waves in response, wal ks to the curb and gives a good
cough.

The car passes.

Dad, back to normal, shakes it off and returns to his
routi ne.
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I NT. SCHOCL - CLASSROOM - DAY

CGertie sits in the front of the class, non-existent, as
School Kids huddl e and CHATTER in their close-knit cliques.

Danny stands in the back of the class and plays with plastic,
green arny soldiers on a wwindow sill. He smles at Gertie and
waves.

Gertie smles back and lifts her hand to wave.

A SCHOOL KID catches Gertie's smle and finds it weird.
Certie | ooks away and drops her hand, dejected.

| NT. SCHOOL - CAFETERI A - DAY

Gertie's lunch bag dangl es from her hand.

She | ooks for a place to sit but every table has a group of
ki ds seated together and no one pays her m nd.

A SCHOOL A RL smles at her but one of the other School Kids
notices and taps her shoul der.

School Grl turns away from Certie.

Gertie frowns.

Danny throws a ball in the hallway. KABOP. KABOP
Gertie makes for the hallway, away from everyone el se.
I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - CLOSET - DAY

Mom hangs up her clothes in a lit closet. She pauses at a
button up shirt.

She listens for anyone near, hears nothing, and unbuttons the
shirt to reveal a toddler's t-shirt: MOWA' S BOY 4 LIFE

She shudders with sadness, holds it close, and faces the
door way.

MONSTER S POV

From behind the clothes, | ooks at Momis bare cal ves and feet
as they turn away.

Focuses in on the Achille's tendon.
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BACK TO SCENE

Mom wi pes her eyes.

ACHOO Dad sneezes O S.

Mom hurries to button the shirt.

MONSTER S POV

The box-cutter appears, blade out, and gripped in sloth-1like
| ong-cl awed, nol d-covered humanoid hands. This is the MOLD
MONSTER.

BACK TO SCENE

Mom abruptly turns, puts up the shirt, and | eaves.

In the shadows beneath the clothes, Mld Mnster's cl awed-
hands hang at the floor with the box-cutter near snall
grungy humanoi d feet.

I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - BREAKFAST NOOK - N GHT

A hal f-way assenbl ed kitchen and breakfast nook. A pan of hot
dogs and pot of nmcaroni and cheese sit on the stove.

CGertie and famly sit on the ground and eat off paper plates.
Dad bl ows his nose into a paper towel.

DAD
New pl ace. New allergies. | swear.

MOM
D d you take anything?

DAD
Haven't found that box yet.

MOM
Must' ve been ni sl abel ed. O what ever.

They retreat fromthe argunment with Gertie in the room
MOM
(to Certie)
How was your first day?

CGertie shrugs, but Momand Dad wait for an answer. She
nmust ers one.



14.

CERTI E
New school . New people. | swear.

DAD
That bad, huh?

CERTI E
Everyone knows each other since they
pooped i n diapers.

DAD
| woul d' ve thought there would be
other mlitary kids there what with
t he school on base full up

MOM
| agree.

GERTI E
| don't know

DAD
| know it's tough to be al one at
school
CGertie pushes a hot dog around with her fork.

GERTI E
| ' m never al one.

Dad and Mom gl ance at each ot her
Gertie doesn't |ook up as she stabs nmacaroni with a fork.
| NT. M LITARY HOUSE - CGERTIE' S ROOM - NI GHT

Open noving boxes with action figures and mlitary style toys
| ay about.

CGertie, in sleepwear, tapes up a poster of a fenale MVA
fighter alongside another poster of an old Cynthia Rothrock
novi e.

She steps back and adm res her worKk.

Mom steps into the doorway, somnething on her m nd.

MOM
Hey ki ddo.

Gertie imrediately | ooks at a pile of clothes on her bed.
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MOM
Get' em t onorr ow.

Mom sits on the bed. Gertie takes a seat beside her and tries
to renenber the last thing she did bad.

CERTI E
What's up?

MOM
Do you still see Danny?

Gertie shrugs.
Mom picks up a fam |y photo froma box near the bed: Mm

Dad, YOUNG GERTIE (toddler), a nediumsized DOG and Danny.
Danny gives a thunbs up to the canera.

MOM
Sonetines the only way | can see him
anynore is when | | ook at these

pi ctures.
Mom real i zes she opened up to her too young daughter.

MOM
|"mjust worried about you. The new
school. Non-mlitary kids mght be
hard to relate to.

CERTI E
Can you try to get nme into school on
base?

Mom | ooks unsure, but relents. Gertie reads her face.

CERTI E
Thank you, thank you, thank you!
MOM
Hold on. I'Il try is all | can
prom se.
Gertie defl ates.
MOM
You have to promse ne you're going to

try, too.

Gertie nods, a lie.
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MOM

Al right, soldier.

On 'soldier' Certie sits up, shoul ders back, chin up.

MOM

You know when | call you soldier, it

doesn't nean you

have to be one when

you grow up. Just because | am your
grandfather, it doesn't mean you have
to. I'll be proud of whatever you

deci de to becone.

.. as long as it's

what you really want.

CGertie seens confused for
CERTI E
| know.
They hug.
MOM

a nonent.

Good. CGet sone rest. But, seriously,
t hose cl ot hes. Before school. CK?

Gertie falls over like a felling tree.

GERTI E

Soneday |'lIl have a house and |'|

call the shots.

MOM
Sonmeday you will.

But to get there, or

anywhere, renenber...

Mom heads to the door.
Gertie nmouths Monml s usua

MOM

line as she says it:

Motivation is what gets you goi ng.
Habit is what keeps you goi ng.

I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - KITCHEN - NI GHT

Mom and Dad unpack boxes.
Mom si ps on whi skey.

Dad sneezes and coughs.

They haven't been tal king.

16.
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DAD
Just can't shake this. Maybe it's a
cold? I"mso tired.

He turns to find Mom | eani ng agai nst the kitchen counter, in
t hought .

DAD
What ?
MOM
She' Il grow up thinking she can dea

with things by escaping into her m nd
and really the problens haven't gone
anywhere. In fact, they've probably
mul tiplied. She needs to learn howto
accept reality.

Dad | ooks confused.

DAD
Thanks for including ne late into the
conversation. W're tal ki ng about
Gertie?

MOM
Yeah. Who el se?

DAD
Just meki ng sure.

Mom | ooks at Dad as if he was up to sonething.

DAD
|"'mgoing to finish up this box and
head to bed.

Dad turns to continue unpacking.
MOM
Reality wll chew you up and spit you
out if you let it.
Mom t akes a dri nk.

Dad gl ances over his shoul der at her, concerned. He starts
coughi ng- -

I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - CGERTIE S ROOM - DAY

CGertie wakes up and realizes sonmething is wong.
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I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - HALLWAY - DAY

CGertie wal ks down the hall and prepares to knock on her
parent's door.

A GROAN fromthe living room

GERTI E
Monf? Dad?

Certie investigates.
I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

Dad sits at a hastily put together desk and conputer and
wretches in a nop bucket. He wears a wirel ess headset.

DAD
Ugh, God.

He presses a button to unnmute his mc.

DAD
No, sir, I"'mstill here. | understand
your concern and we're going to fix

this.
Certie appears in the hallway entrance.
I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - HALLWAY - DAY
CGertie heads back to her parent's bedroom
GERTI E
Mooooom Dad's really sick and |'m way
| ate for school

Gertie knocks on the door and enters.

Mom | ays in bed, covered in sweat. She | ooks awful. Goo
crusts on her nouth's corner.

GERTI E
Monf

Mom wakes up, startled.
MOM

Hey baby. | didn't hear you cone in.
How was school ?
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Mom pretends |ike nothing is wong, but she's clearly groggy.

GERTI E
| haven't gone yet.

MOM
VWhat ?

Mom | ooks at a clock on the floor. It reads: 9: 03AM

MOM
Ch no!

Mom swi ngs her |egs out of bed and i medi ately regrets noving
so fast.

MOM
Oh. . . no.

CERTI E
Maybe you should | ay down.

Mom shakes her head, no, but it turns into a nod.

MOM
Good i dea.

Mom | ays down and Certie tucks her in.
Dad drags hinself in with his headset still on and a bucket.
DAD

Sick day. It's not a cold. Not
allergies. It's gotta be the flu.

MOM
You, too?

GERTI E
Don't worry, I'll take care of both of
you.

Dad drops into bed, his face planted in the pillow

DAD
Aren't you supposed to be in school ?

MOM
W'l call Gandpa. He's only an hour
away .
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GERTI E
No! | mean, Doctor Gertrude, at your
service. You'll be right as rain cone
morn. Trust ne.
Mom doesn't have the strength to argue.

MOM
Just for today...

Dad snores.
| NT. MLITARY HOUSE - GERTIE S ROOM - DAY

Gertie stands in the mddle of her roomin contenplation. She
spots the large pile of unfolded clothes.

Her hands grab two wads of clothes and throw themin the air!
She giggles with excitenent as the clothing confetti falls
around her.

| NT. DARK TUNNEL - DAY ( PRETEND WORLD)

An under ground bunker tunnel lit by dimceiling | anps.

RUNNI NG FOOTSTEPS f ade up.

CGertie and Danny, in dark spy clothing, dashes around a
corner. Certie carries a netal suitcase.

Gertie and Danny skid to a stop at different doors and tries
them frantically. They're | ocked!

ANGRY VO CES echo from down the tunnel. Shadows play agai nst
the corner walls.

Gertie and Danny share a | ook.
Certie spots a door she m ssed.

GERTI E
Thi s one!

She tries it - success!
| NT. DARK ROOM - DAY ( PRETEND WORLD)

Certie presses the door closed and joins Danny, backs agai nst
the tunnel -side wall.

She opens the suitcase and takes a peek at vials of green
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[iquid. She shows the contents to Danny.
Danny smles and gives a thunbs up.
GERTI E
Don't worry Mom Don't worry Dad. W
got you.
ANGRY VO CES and BOOTS near and begin to pass.

DANNY
Check the coast.

| NT. DARK TUNNEL - DAY ( PRETEND WORLD)

CGertie peeks out of the Dark Room The tunnel to the right is
enpty.

GERTI E
Vhew.

Sonmet hi ng at the opposite end of the tunnel catches her
attention. She can't nmake it out and it shouldn't be there.

A short, egg-shaped humanoi d form shrouded i n near darkness.
It emts a | ow GROAL.

She shrinks away and cl oses the door.
| NT. DARK ROOM - DAY ( PRETEND WORLD)
She | ooks at Danny with confusion and concern.

GERTI E
Danny. Sonething is weird.

DANNY
Shh! Here they cone!

BOOTS fade up
Her stomach RUMBLES. The BOOTS and ANGRY VO CES st op.
They both | ook down at her stonach.

GERTI| E/ DANNY
Ch, no...

I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - HALLWAY - DAY

Gertie skips down the hall and stops at her parent's room
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The door is cracked. Odd.

SNORI NG,

She pulls the door closed and skips onward.

| NT. M LITARY HOUSE - KITCHEN - DAY

Certie, dressed |ike a queen with a crown, opens a packaged
browni e snack. Multiple wappers lay around her in a circle

along with a jewel ed scepter.

She hol ds the unw apped brownie at eye-level. She's full, but
they're so good.

The SQUEAL of tires.

Gertie | ooks out a wi ndow and sees a school bus. DODDS SCHOCL
KIDS exit a bus.

GERTI E
Let them eat browni es.

She takes a huge bite out of the brownie.
| NT. M LI TARY HOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY
CGertie nmakes tomato soup froma can and fills two bow s.

She finds she can't physically bring both bows and takes
j ust one.

I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - PARENT'S BEDROOM - DAY

Certie pushes open the already cracked door and shuffles in,
qui et, eyes |l ocked on the soup.

She pauses, and finds it odd the door was agai n open, but
shrugs it off and circles around to toward Dad' s besi de.

SUCKI NG noi ses.

Gertie, at the footboard, |ooks up and gasps!

MOLD MONSTER straddl es Dad and sucks on his nouth, goo
everywhere. It's a short hunmanoid thing, egg-shaped body,
short legs, and floor-draggi ng arns.

Gertie drops the bow and backs away. She fails to scream

The Mol d Monster's head whirls around. Its |arge, far-spaced
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eyes search out the noise source as a long stringy tongue
circles a cherub nmouth where two pointy, long top front teeth
hang over a bottomlip. Mld crusts around its eyes, nouth,
and cl aws.

It sneers at Certie and turns around fully to brandish its
claws. It wears a stretched toddler's t-shirt: MOWMWA' S BOY 4
LI FE.

Mom begins to stir.

The Ml d Monster notices and junps down. SPLASH, right into
t he soup.

Gertie circles around to Dad's bedside as the Ml d Mnster
waddl e-runs out of the room

GERTI E
WAKE UP

Mom and Dad pop up at the waist, unsure where they are or
what's going on. Dad w pes his nouth.

CERTI E
Monster! There was a nonster. | swear.
Dad, it was on you. It was kissing

you!

Mom and Dad, nouths agape, | ook at one anot her and drop back
i nto bed.

MOM
CGertie, please. No ganes.

Mom fishes for sonmething in her nouth

CERTI E
| swear!

DAD
Certie, sweetheart, listen to your
Mom

CERTI E

Look! It junped off the bed, right
into the soup, and ran off. It's
what's maki ng you both sick! | know
it!

Certie points at the soup but no one pays attention.
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DAD
Did you spill soup on the floor?

Mom studi es the shard of a tooth from her nouth

GERTI E
And | think it had one of Danny's
shirts!

MOM

Certrude! That's enough!
Gertie stonps out of the roomand slans the door.
Dad puts the pillow over his face and groans into it.

Mom si ghs, know ng she was harsh

MOM
(to Certie)
Gertie, I"msorry!

(to self)
How can | expect you to when..

Mom shakes her head.

DAD
What, honey?

Mom pulls the pillow off Dad's face and shows hi m her tooth.
MOM
My tooth broke. Mm.. | think there's
anot her pi ece.

Mom fishes in her nputh

DAD
Ginding your teeth in your sleep
agai n?

MOM
| guess.

DAD
This is the only tine I'm ever going
to say this-

Mom pul | s anot her piece of the sane tooth out.
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MOM
"Il text dad.

DAD
Geat. I'msure he can fix your tooth
while he's here. You know how he can
fix anything.

MOM
Don't start.

Dad dry heaves.

DAD
The bucket!

Dad turns, snatches up the bucket fromthe floor, and pukes.

Mom side eyes him grossed out, as she texts. Suddenly, she
feels it, too! She covers her nouth.

MOM
Bucket !

| NT. M LITARY HOUSE - CGERTIE S ROOM - DAY
CGertie lies on her bed and buries her head in a pillow

She gets up, angry that she's crying, and sw pes away her
tears.

CERTI E
Danny?

Danny i s nowhere to be found.
Gertie closes her door and puts a box against it.

She sits on her bed with a Tupperware bin and gathers the
courage to open it.

She does, and it holds a pair Danny's red sneakers and stacks
of photos- the topnost of Danny and Young Gertie bl ow ng out
bi rt hday candl es toget her.

DANNY (O S.)
You OK?

Gertie | ooks up. Danny sits on top of the box by the door.
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CERTI E
Yeah. Fi ne.

DANNY
Feel |ike playing?

CERTI E
| dunno.

DANNY

Have you ever heard of... the Mumy!?

Gertie closes the bin. A smle creeps over her face,
irresistibly.

I NT. EGYPTI AN BURI AL CHAMBER - DAY

Certie, in standard archaeol ogi st gear, studies hieroglyphs
on awall lit by firelight.

Danny studies a | arge sarcophagi surrounded by stone pillars.

GERTI E
| know it was real. No one believes
ne.
DANNY
| believe you.
Gertie looks at him "as if that'Il help."
DANNY
| guess you're calling the shots now.
GERTI E
Yup. Mom and Dad are sick. |I'm
steppin' up.
DANNY
That's cool. | never got to. W're the

sane age now you know. ..
CGertie pauses and frowns.
Danny detours the conversation.
DANNY

You think Momis a drill sergeant with
you, whew, you have no i dea.
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GERTI E
It's not all that great. Hey! It says
here... what |lies beneath is an..

eater of souls.

Gertie slow turns to Danny, who is already staring back with
wi de eyes.

GERTI E
What does that nean?

DANNY
Can't be good. Maybe we shoul d | eave
it al one.

GERTI E

Nonsense. W are scientists. W don't
believe in the superstitions of
ancient civilizations. W explain
things wth fact, not fiction.

DANNY
Yeah, until sonething we thought was
crazy i s super science fact-u-al.

A MOAN fromw thin the sarcophagi

DANNY
Did you hear that?

Gertie, back to studying the walls, isn't sure she's reading
sonet hing right.

GERTI E
This line here says those who disturb
t he denon of the night shall unleash
its curse upon thensel ves.

DANNY
| think we ought to-

Danny backs into the sarcophagi and the lid shifts. He
freezes and stares straight ahead at Certie.

Gertie turns to see what the noise was.
They both | ook at the corner of the disturbed |id.

MOANS erupt and the |id shakes sonething pounds on it from
wi t hin.
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Gertie pushes on a wall.
GERTI E

The hi dden door is stuck. It won't
move! Danny, what do we do?

Danny, frantic, purses his lips and slows his breathing. An
idea strikes him He falls over dramatically.

GERTI E
Danny!

He opens one eye.

GERTI E
What are you...

He whi spers, barely noving his |ips.

DANNY
Pl ayi ng possum It'Il think we're
dead, too.
Gertie doesn't believe him The sarcophagi |lid shifts and

falls off the other side. MOAAAAANNNN
CGertie dramatically falls dead besi de Danny.

A MUMW (ancient, duh) clinbs out and | ooks around for

soneone to throttle. It spots Gertie and Danny and hovers
over them

It beconmes confused, uninterested, and finally noves on
t hrough the hidden wal | - door.

Danny turns his head to Gertie, unopened eyes.

DANNY
We have to stop it from w eaki ng havoc
on the world. It's our responsibility.
We unl eashed it.

Gertie isn't sure why his eyes are still closed.
GERTI E
Way' re you tal king with your eyes
cl osed?
DANNY

| was deep into the role.
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Danny's eyes roll, "duh."
They hel p each ot her up.
Certie renenbers sonething.

GERTI E
W need the torch.

Danny peers out the hidden wall-door.

DANNY
Hurry up.

CGertie face plants and everything goes bl ack.
| NT. M LITARY HOUSE - GARACGE - DAY

Gertie lays on her el bow and is surrounded by stacked boxes
representing the sarcophagi and pillars.

CGertie gets up and brushes herself off. She checks her
t hr obbi ng el bow and finds a scratch.

GERTI E
Ow.

She finds what tripped her: the nmetal grate. She hadn't seen
it before.

GERTI E
Wbah.

She kneel s and investi gates.
TUNNEL POV

Certie's face appears over the grate clearly through the
cobweb- | ess tunnel.

BACK TO SCENE

Gertie notices sonme red goop on the grate. She pushes it with
her finger.

She | ooks around as if soneone m ght be watching, and tastes
it.

CERTI E
Tomat 0 soup?
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She | ooks up - a trail of little tomato splotches |eads into
the garage and stops at the grate.

Gertie backs away.

CGERTI E
It is reall

BRRNGE Light floods from beneath a sl ow openi ng garage door
Certie junps and hides behind a 'pillar."’

GRANDPA (70s), retired Col onel, stands outside the garage
door and is revealed fromtoe to head.

GRANDPA
Certie. |Is that you? Front and center.

Gertie jogs to the commanded spot and stands at attention.
Grandpa | ooks her up and down a |ike a soldier

GRANDPA
Sit rep.

GERTI E
Colonel, sir, the situation is that
Mom and Dad are sick, screwed up rea
good. I'mtaking of them so they wll
be unscrewed come dawn. Sir.

G andpa wal ks past her into the garage.

GRANDPA
If that were the case | wouldn't be
here to rectify this soup sandw ch
now woul d | ?

Gertie | ooks ashaned. She wheel s ar ound.

CERTI E
There's sonething in the house.

Grandpa | ooks over his shoulder at her but finds his
attention drawn to sonething on the floor.

GRANDPA
Probably nold in the AAC. | bet that's
why everyone is sick. You're young -
better imune system
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GERTI E
No. A nonster. A real nonster.

CGertie snaps her nmouth shut, not nmeaning to blurt.
Grandpa turns and points at the floor.

GRANDPA
Is this food on the floor? MIld, and
now rats and roaches? This is out of
control. Quit noving |like pond water
and let's get this cleaned up.

GERTI E
Yes, sir.

GRANDPA
And keep that imagination in check.
It's useless. A distraction in the
real world that can devour you in two
seconds flat is dangerous. Got it?

GERTI E
Yes, sir.

Grandpa | eaves.

CGertie bursts into action and pushes a box over the crate.
No, that's not enough. She stacks another on top.

She hol ds down the garage door button.
BRRNGE The garage door closes and the darkness overcones.

KERCHUNK. KERCHUNK. The interior garage door |ocks at the
handl e and the deadbolt.

The topnost box on the grate reads: MOM S M LI TARY STUFF -
DON' T TOUCH, GERTRUDE

| NT. M LITARY HOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY
G andpa fills two bowls with a fresh batch of tomato soup
GRANDPA
|"mgoing to check the attic. You can

take the soup to your parents.

GERTI E
VWhat's in the attic?
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Grandpa turns with a bowl in each hand.

GRANDPA
Mol d. Can you take both of these?

CGERTI E
No, sir.

Grandpa sets the bowls on the table in front of her

GRANDPA
| nprovi se, soldier.

Grandpa wal ks off, leaving Gertie to stare at the bow s.
I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - KI TCHEN - MOMENTS LATER

Certie pulls out a baking pan and puts the bow s on top.
She nods in self-satisfaction.

I NT. M LI TARY HOUSE - HALLWAY - DAY

Gertie shuffles down the hall with the pan.

Grandpa carries a flashlight in one hand and pulls down the
attic stairs and takes a step up but pauses to watch Gertie.

Certie sets the tray down opens the door, picks it up again,
and goes inside the Parent's bedroom

Grandpa nods in approval

He turns to take another step but his hip threatens to give.
He drops the flashlight, |ays against the | adder and hol ds
tight.

GRANDPA
Ruck up, old nan.

He punches his hip and gri nmaces.
Gertie stands in the bedroom doorway hol di ng the pan.

GERTI E
Col onel, what're you doi ng?

GRANDPA
Not hi ng.

Grandpa i nprovi ses, reluctantly.
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GRANDPA
Get up on these stairs, take a sniff
around, and tell me what you find.

GERTI E
| - OK, Col onel.

Grandpa | ooks |ike he won't take no for an answer.
| NT. M LITARY HOUSE - ATTIC - DAY

A dark, dusty attic. Enpty but for an ancient air-handling
unit.

Gertie's head pops up through the hatch.

GERTI E
Snells fine.

GRANDPA (O S.)
You gotta get up in there, Gertie.

Certie pulls herself into the attic and | ooks around.
GRANDPA (O S.)
And be careful where you step. You
could fall through the ceiling.

Certie sees what Grandpa neans - where the pl ywood st ops.

GERTI E
So... if ny parents, and |I'm not, does
that still mean we have nold, or...?

GRANDPA (O S.)
You' re young. Have you found anything
yet ?

Gertie wal ks around and sniffs at the air.

GERTI E
Dusty.

GRANDPA (O S.)
| s anyt hing wet and nol dy?

Certie shines the light around.

CGERTI E
Nope.
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Gertie's light stops on a dust-covered notebook hidden behind
t he machi ne.

She opens it to the first page: THE MOLD MONSTER, acconpani ed
by a children's drawing of the Mol d Monster.

She flips the page and reads a passage.

GERTI E
Mol d Monsters feed on nold. The | onger
they stay the nore dangerous they
becone. Follow ny guide and you shal
find victory and save your famly.
Pl ease sign and return when done.

Certie's face screws up as she |l ooks at all of the signatures
around the page: ETHAN TALL, MAEVE WLLI AM5, EMW DOUG.AS
etc.

She flips to a page showing a sunrise and a |onely kid,
standi ng over three graves and crying. Witing on the page
reads: BY SUNRI SE...OR ELSE

CERTI E
By sunrise...

Her eyes go wi de.

GRANDPA (O S.)
Gertie?

CERTI E
Com ng!

CGertie fits the notebook into her rear wai stband and covers
it wwth her shirt.

AS Certie disappears down the | adder she doesn't notice the
green and black nold partially covering the attic ceiling.

| NT. M LITARY HOUSE - HALLWAY - DAY
Grandpa | ooks up at the hatch, inpatient.
CGertie's head pops in view

GRANDPA
Vel | ?

CERTI E
Not hi ng.
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GRANDPA

You checked every corner?
GERTI E

Yes, sir.
GRANDPA

Al'l right. Come on.
Grandpa reaches up to help Gertie down.

Bet ween Grandpa's | ower | egs and the | ower rungs of the
| adder the garage door down the dark end of the hall opens.

Mol d Monster hangs on the door handle and pulls its claw from
t he | ock.

It lets go and drops, eyeshine reflecting green and yell ow as
it spies Grandpa helping Gertie down fromthe | adder.

It licks its |lips at seeing G andpa.
45 I NT. MLITARY HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

A tipped over cardboard box with a cornucopia of books
spilled out.

CGertie sits on the floor and flips through the books, anxious
to find an answer.

Danny practices fencing with an imgi nary sword.

DANNY
Fi nd anyt hi ng yet?
CERTI E
Nope.
DANNY

There's got to be sonmething, right?
She finds a book, MONSTERS GRON NG WTHI N. A SELF-HELP GUI DE

GERTI E
Cool. | think thisis it.

Certie flips through the book and | ooks increasingly
di sappoi nted. She cones across a panphlet: GRI EF COUNSELI NG

GERTI E
This isn't about npbnsters at all.
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Weird and not it.

She shoves the panphl et back into the book and tosses themto
the side to continue on with her search

Danny continues to fence, but glances at the book and Certie,
as if know ng sonething she doesn't.

CGertie's stomach RUMBLES

| NT. M LI TARY HOUSE - PARENT' S BEDROOM - DAY
Grandpa slips into the bedroom

Mom snoozes hard.

Dad bl ows his nose. A nobund of tissues sits on the box next
to him He doesn't see G andpa until -

Grandpa stands at the footboard, assessing Dad.

DAD
| didn't see you there.
GRANDPA
How | ong?
DAD

Maybe a day. Maybe two.

GRANDPA
Coul d be nol d.

DAD
More i ke the flu.

Grandpa grips the footboard and | eans forward.
Dad | ooks a unnerved, but tries to hide it.

GRANDPA
Soneday |'mgoing to stop sucking air,
and she won't have nme to back her up
anynore. Keep her safe, keep ny
gr anddaught er safe.

Dad starts to say sonething, |oud, but
st ops.

DAD
Guess who's gonna be changi ng your
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di apers when she's away.
Grandpa' s eyes narrow.

GRANDPA
"1l be sure you don't have the
privilege to change ny diapers.

Mom nmunbl es in her sleep. Gandpa and Dad pause.

DAD
St op, just stop.

GRANDPA
You call ed me here.

They gl are at one anot her.
I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - N GHT

Certie sits on the floor and opens a Meal, Ready to Eat
( MRE)

I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - PARENT' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Mol d Monster's feet, wearing Danny's red shoes, scoots around
t he door frane.

It covertly watches the standoff between Dad and G andpa and
salivates at the tension, staining Danny's old shirt.

DAD
And now | regret agreeing to it. W'l
be better tonorrow and you can | eave.
But this, this right here, isn't
hel pi ng.

GRANDPA
| can't for the |life of ne understand
why she trusts you with anything
anynore.

Dad | ooks gutted, but anger quickly consunes.

Mol d Monster's cherub |ips peel back and expose its only two
long teeth in full as goo drips off their points.

I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - KITCHEN - N GHT

CGertie arranges the individual food stuffs and thinks she
hears sonet hi ng.
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She grabs the packaged browni e and heads toward the hal |l way.
I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - PARENT' S BEDROOM - N GHT
Dad | ooks at G andpa who's crossed a |ine.

DAD
Get out of this bedroom

Grandpa pushes off the bed and | eaves at his own pace.
| NT. M LITARY HOUSE - HALLWAY - NI GHT

Gertie rounds the corner into an enpty hallway, unw apping
t he browni e.

Grandpa wal ks out of parent's bedroom and barely renenbers
not to slamthe door

He power wal ks into the bathroom and cl oses the door.

CGertie pauses, unsure of what happened but knows it wasn't
good.

I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - PARENT' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

The Mol d Monster peeks out from behind a noving box where
previ ously hidden.

Dad SOBS, quietly.

DAD
l|"msorry. I'"mso sorry.

Mom turned away from Dad and barely awake, hears Dad but
doesn't react.

Air BLOAS through an air vent. A tiny drip of thick goo hangs
on before dripping onto the fl oor.

EXT. CABIN - COVERED PORCH - N GHT (PRETEND WORLD)

An 1800's cabin on a desolate plain in a md-west state.
Stornms cl ouds gat her and thunder runbles.

Grandpa, era appropriate clothes, sips whiskey from whi skey
gl ass and watches the storm s approach.

Gertie, clothes of the era - but slacks, stands behind him
and watches the storm too, none too happy with the storm or
the circle of opened, old books surroundi ng her.
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GRANDPA
You still back there?

GERTI E
Yes, sir.

Grandpa pats beside him

Gertie obliges. She | ooks at him- old, but solid as a rock,
and yet an inconceivabl e softness on his face.

GRANDPA
Your nonmma ever tell you where your
name cane fronf?

GERTI E
My G andnma.

GRANDPA
That's right. It's a strong nanme, nade
so by the strength of the woman. Your
G andna.

GERTI E
| don't renenber her.

GRANDPA
You woul dn't, | guess. Too young. Your
brother would, if he were here, if-

Grandpa stops hinself short and takes a dri nk.

GRANDPA
Your Grandnother's strength was
infectious. It nmade others want to be
strong. | have no doubt that woman
woul d' ve outranked ne if things were
swi t ched, her a Tank Conmander and ne
an Cki nawan wat ching ny whole |ife get
tranpl ed under tank treads.

CERTI E
Mom says I'ma lot |ike her.

GRANDPA
You know what nade her strong?

Certie shakes her head, but G andpa doesn't wait for a
response.
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GRANDPA
She was confident she woul d al ways
figure out a way. A solution for
anyt hing. Just born that way.
Har dheaded or determ ned, call it what
you will. | remenber | ooking down from
nmy tank- and there she was. Arns
crossed, pissed as a wet hen, and
unshakeabl e.

Grandpa's m nd goes el sewhere for a beat.

GRANDPA
Danny was a lot |ike her.

Grandpa downs the rest of his drink and goes inside, |eaving
Gertie al one and denol i shed.

The rain conmes. She watches it for a nonent and turns,
feeling sonething rub agai nst her back.

Her eyes go big as she plucks the notebook out of her
wai st band.

CERTI E
There's got to be nore.

She takes a seat in a rocking chair.
| NT. M LITARY HOUSE - HALLWAY - NI GHT

The parent's bedroom door opens. Claws grip the door to open
it.

I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - PARENT' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Mom and Dad lay in bed, freezing yet covered in sweat.
They' re gaunt, sonehow |l osing a | ot of weight within the day.

I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - N GHT

Grandpa drops into a recliner and pushes back, trying to hold
steady a new whi skey pour.

FAST THUDs from a short-|egged, shoe worn scurry.

G andpa stays focused on his m ssion: draining the new pour,
and finding a mlitary docunentary on TV.
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EXT. CABIN - COVERED PORCH - NI GHT ( PRETEND WORLD)

Rain steadily pours as CGertie rocks in a CREAKY rocking
chair.

She reads it as another rocking chair CREAKS with hers, and
| ooks up.

Danny sm | es at her from another rocking chair. She doesn't
reci procate.

DANNY
What's wong?

GERTI E
| trapped it, but | don't think it's
gonna hol d.

DANNY
|'ve got a few ideas.

CGertie doesn't respond, flipping through the notebook to a
drawi ng of the Mold Monster in the mddle of a |arge room and
scar ed.

CERTI E
It doesn't like being out in the open.

She flips a page: Mdld Monster shields its eyes fromthe sun

CERTI E
O bright |ight.

CGertie flips the page and becones curious at the rendering of
Mol d Monster covering its ears to sone kind of yelling from
multiple, face-less people.

DANNY
Your birthday is next nmonth. What're
you gonna ask for?

GERTI E
| don't know.

DANNY
| wanted a bike. A new bike. One with
all those gears, brakes on the
handl es- not those stupid brakes on
t he pedals. So stupid.
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GERTI E
Uh- huh.

DANNY
You're going to be older than ne.

Gertie doesn't | ook up, but he has her attention.

GERTI E
Uh- huh.

DANNY
Gertie, are you listening to ne?

GERTI E
| have to stay on m ssion, Danny.
You're distracting ne.

DANNY
Sorry. How can | help? | have a few
i deas on howto stop the Mol d Monster,
remenber ?

GERTI E
| don't know, Danny, | don't know

Certie slaps the notebook cl osed, pops out of the chair and
enters the cabin.

Danny | ooks di scouraged and conf used.

His rocking chair comes to a stop

No one is on the porch.

| NT. M LI TARY HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - N GHT

Certie passes by G andpa sleeping in the recliner on her way
to the hallway, notebook under her arm

I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - HALLWAY - NI GHT

Gertie stands in front of the garage door and stares in
surprise at the door being unlocked. She opens the door.

The grate is uncovered and di sl odged!

CERTI E
It's all up to ne.
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I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - KITCHEN - NI GHT

The Mol d Monster searches opens the sink cabinet and finds a
roll of duct tape.

A mlitary docunentary PLAYS in the background.

It tapes the boxcutter on its back, a la Die Hard, and gets
an idea.

It turns toward the Living Roomwhere the light fromthe TV
flickers and the back of Grandpa's head is visible over the
recliner.

| NT. M LITARY HOUSE - PARENT'S BATHROOM - NI GHT

An on-suite bathroom A package of opened toilet paper sits
on an unopened box. Lights off.

Momsits on the toilet, barely unable to stay awake.
She stands on a scale and | ooks concerned. It can't be right.
| NT. M LI TARY HOUSE - PARENT'S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Mom navi gates |ike a drunk back to the bed and drops in,
never mnd the covers.

MOM
W need to... call the... doctor... in
t he norning. OK, babe?

She doesn't notice the trickle of blood travelling fromDad's
nostril down his cheek.

MOM
O

I NT. MLITARY HOUSE - GERTIE S ROOM - N GHT
Certie stares up at a PREDATOR (1987) novie poster.
She tosses on an oversized mlitary uniform

As she puts on canoufl age face paint she studies her |arge
DVD col | ection of action novies.

I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - HALLWAY - NI GHT

Gertie sneaks out of her roomand into the garage.
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I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - GARAGE - N GHT
Gertie | ooks around for the Mold Monster.
Satisfied, she | ooks across the garage- her battlefield.
CERTI E
There's a stormcomng. And | amthe
storm
| NT. M LITARY HOUSE - HALLWAY - NI GHT

The Ml d Monster swaggers down the mddl e of the dark
hal | way, triunphant.

Its claws grasp at the parent's door but it doesn't break
stride, "I'lIl get back to you."

| NT. M LI TARY HOUSE - GARACE - NI GHT
Li ght escapes around the edges of the interior garage door as

the Mold Monster enters. It strides in and flings the door
cl osed behind it.

CRUNCH, CRUNCH

It | ooks down at a cargo net spread across the floor,
curiously.

SCHLOCP

The cargo net shoots up in md-air and hangs as the Ml d
Monst er screans.

The line reaches fromthe cargo net to an eye-bolt screwed
into the wall above the interior garage door to--

Gertie energes fromwithin a wall of noving boxes, hol ding
the line to the net.

The Mol d Monster eyes her fromw thin the net.

GERTI E
Got you. All. By. Myself.

The Mol d Monster's claw draws down the net, cutting it into
shr eds.

Mol d Monster falls fromthe net and hits the ground running
at Certie.
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Gertie gasps.

Mol d Monster snarls as it speeds up.

POP!

Mol d Monster drops on its butt, hard, and rubs its forehead.
A golf ball settles to a stop

Mol d Monster |aunches itself forward and avoi ds the onsl aught
of golf balls that ricochet off the ground in all directions.

Mol d Monster prepares to junp as Gertie turns on a shop |ight
sitting on another box. It shields its eyes and screans,
until - -

It slips and slides on a slicked floor toward the noving box
wal Il It passes a few used cans of WXO.

CGertie takes cover.

The Mol d Monster prepares to hit a box, but suddenly the box
lifts and it slides right into a dog kennel.

BAM
The door shuts.

Mol d Monster shakes it off and | ooks up to Gertie standing
over it, triunphant.

GERTI E
Al. By. Mself.

Gertie gets a good |look at the nonster for the first tine,
and finds her confidence overshadowed by fear even though
it's caged.

GERTI E
You' re one ugly nother beeeeeeeeeep.

Gertie gives the caged nonster a wide berth as she heads
toward the exit.

GERTI E
Mom Dad, G andpa! | got it!

I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - HALLWAY - NI GHT

Gertie runs down the hallway, knocks on the Parent's Bedroom
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door, and continues into the Living Room where she finds--
| NT. M LITARY HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Grandpa is duct-taped to the recliner, including his whiskey
glass to his hand.

CERTI E
Grandpa...?

Grandpa stirs, but tries to go back to bed.

GRANDPA
Go to bed, child.

Grandpa tries to turn to one side, away from Gertie, and
realizes he can't. H s eyes pop open.

GRANDPA
What the hell is going on? Gertie?
What is this?

GERTI E
It i mobilized you, sir.
CGertie thinks deeply as Grandpa struggles, still drunk, to
get out of his binds.
GERTI E
(to self)
You still don't understand what you're

dealing with do you? Perfect organi sm
Its structural perfection is matched
only by its hostility.

Gertie clutches the notebook in her hand, |ooking at it
i ntensely.

GRANDPA
Quit quoting lines from nout h-breat her
nmovi es and cut nme | oose, Certie! Now
Gertie snaps back reality.

GERTI E
Yes, sir, sorry, Colonel, sir.

Gertie runs into the kitchen and searches for sonething
shar p.

Grandpa sees his whiskey glass and tries unsuccessfully to
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have it nmeet his lips. He gives up just as Certie returns
W th scissors.

GRANDPA
This has got to stop, Certie. |'ve
told your Mother a thousand tines-

CERTI E
| got to show you sonething, Col onel.
Pl ease.
Certie holds the solution to his escape host age.

GRANDPA
Cut .

GERTI E
Only if you prom se.

GRANDPA
| don't negotiate with terrorists.

Certie isn't budging.

GRANDPA
"Il consider it.

70 INT. MLITARY HOUSE - GARACE - N GHT

The noving box lifts up and away, flooding the kennel with
ight, and exposing a very surprised Gertie and G andpa.

GRANDPA
VWhat the hell is that?

CGertie shakes her head, absolutely doesn't know.
Grandpa | eans closer for a closer |ook at--

An egg-shaped thing resenbling scotch eggs with bits of hair

and goo.
GRANDPA
| know what it is.
GERTI E
You do?
GRANDPA

This is where the nold is com ng from
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G andpa | ooks around the garage at the warzone as he heads to
the interior garage door

GRANDPA
This house is beyond out of control.
We shoul d be wal ki ng around with
hazmat suits with the way this
operation is run. Like a bunch of
nonkeys tryin' to screw a football.

He reaches up for the garage door opening.

GERTI E
That IS the nonster!

GRANDPA
Wil e your Mother is out serving this
country it's apparent what your Fat her
isn't doing. You, Certie, are out of
control

CGertie manages to control her face, her tears.
The garage door starts to open.

GRANDPA
Take that kennel outside of this house
and get this garage cl eaned up. After
that, you're confined to quarters
indefinitely. Do you understand?

Gerti e nods.

GRANDPA
| said do you understand?

CERTI E
Sir, yes, sir.

GRANDPA
| need a drink.

Gertie | ooks down. BAM The interior door shuts and she
j unps.

She sits on a noving box. Danny sits beside her, back-to-
back.

Crickets CH RP from out si de.



DANNY
What do you think it is?
GERTI E
Can't be good. Maybe it's
t here.
DANNY

nsi de

You should put a lock on it. Like you
said, it's smart. W got to be

smarter. Ch, you could cal
Control - tell themit's a
animal. What's it gonna do,

Ani ma
wild
| ocked up

and | ocked outside the house?

GERTI E

While I'm 1l ocked up in here where

everyone hates ne.

DANNY
Don't say that.

GERTI E

It's true. They put up with ne. | bet
they wish they could lock me up in a

kennel and put ne out si de.

DANNY
CGertie. ..

GERTI E

No! You caused all this. G andpa says

it was all Dad's fault, but
It wasn't his fault.

DANNY
It wasn't Dad's fault. Don'

GERTI E
| know. It was your fault,
now all of this, this is al
faul t!
Certie stonps off toward the kennel

DANNY

it wasn't.

t say that.

Danny. And
| your

and drags it outside.

| need to tell you sonething.

GERTI E
Don't care

49.



71

72

50.

Gertie roots around in a toolbox to find a padl ock.

DANNY
" m | eavi ng soon.

Gertie stops in her tracks and turns, padlock in her hand.

DANNY
Can we go to ny roonf

Certie | ooks sad. They never to go to his roomfor good news.

The garage door starts to close with the padl ocked kennel
out si de.

EXT. MLITARY FAMLY HOUSE - N GHT
The garage door shuts. Cricket CH RPS.
The egg emts a strange, | ow hum

A cricket conmes too close to the egg. The goo reaches out
like a sticky hand toy, grabs it, and pulls it into the egg.

Crickets cover the driveway and herd toward the egg as the
hum grows | ouder.

EXT. HILLSIDE - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

Danny, dressed like a warrior in Genghis Khan's arny, stands
atop a steep hill of tall grass and |ooks into a valley like
a warrior surveying the battlefield.

A cabin sits in the valley.
W nd GUSTS.
Dad wal ks by himand pats his shoul der.

Danny turns, wearing a plastic shield on his back and sword
in his hand.

DAD
Come on buddy. Two nore mles.

DANNY
Are we going to the general store?

DAD
We can have a | ook around before we
| eave, sure.
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Danny runs ahead in a full charge down the path

DANNY
Yeeeeeaaaahh!

DAD
| know you're anxious to engage in
gl ori ous conbat, but no nore running
ahead, OK?

Danny stops and sw ngs his sword at grass as he waits.
EXT. GENERAL STORE - FRONT - DAY

Danny and Dad wal k through a parking ot toward a cabin
turned Ceneral Store.

A few ot her H KER CUSTOMERS prepare to start their hike or
end their hike customarily by entering the store.

Danny spots a DOG in the distance, laying in the grass at a
tree line, panting.

DANNY
Dad, | ook, a dog.

Dad checks his nobile phone, half paying attention.
DAD

Looks |i ke Grandma i s about ready to
gi ve Gertie back

Dad | aughs.
DANNY
Dad!
DAD
What's up?

Danny points toward the Dog but all Dad sees is--

A H KER carries an I NJURED HI KER, | ower |eg area mangl ed and
bl oody, to the Ceneral Store porch.

HI KER
Hel p! Soneone hel p!

DAD
Danny - can you go into the store
wi thout me? I'mgoing to help these
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f ol ks.

DANNY
| s she going to be OK?

DAD
Yeah. She's gonna be fine. Looks Ilike
either an aninmal bite or nmaybe a
poacher's trap got her. Okay, we're
cool, right? Stay in the store - don't
leave till | get you. Right?

Danny nods and gives a half-hearted sal ute.

DAD
G eat.

Dad runs over to the H ker as they lower Injured H ker, with
the hel p of H king Custoners, onto a bench.

DAD
Hey - retired Arny Conmbat Medic here.
Anmbul ance on the way?

H KER
Yeah, we were right down there when it
happened. Just BAM

I njured H ker npans in pain, or possibly fromlistening to
Hi ker, or both.

DAD
| always carry ny kit...

Dad pulls off his pack to get out his ned kit and gl ances
over his shoulder to see Danny entering the General Store.

DAD
K, mndif | take a | ook?

| NT. CGENERAL STORE - DAY

Danny | ooks around at all the usual stuff: cheap toys, trai
food, hone-made beef jerky, trail maps, etc.

He spots the Dog fromthe w ndow.
The Dog |linps along a tree line not far off from Danny.

DANNY
Ch no. ..



53.

75 EXT. GENERAL STORE - REAR FI ELD - DAY

Danny bursts out of the back door in a WNW Arny Medic uniform
and crosses a field toward the Dog.

DOG #2 enmerges fromthe tree line, too far off for Danny to
noti ce.

76 EXT. GENERAL STORE - FRONT - DAY
Dad waps the Injured H ker's lower leg in sterile bandagi ng.

DAD
Ni ce and cl ean.

H KER
VWhat if it had rabies?

I njured Hi ker gasps at H ker. They didn't think of that.

DAD
This wasn't a poacher's trap?

HI KER
Last week there was a guy that got bit
and got rabies. People drop unwanted
dogs out here all the time. They may
| ook |i ke people, but they ain't,
they're nonsters.

Dad processes as he finishes w apping.

DAD
But the wound didn't | ook |ike..

H KER
There was a bunch of them H't one
with a stick real good. The others got
nmy bear nmace.

Dad | ooks down the road where the Hi ker indicated, then to
the General Store.

DAD
Tell the anbulance it was wi | d dogs.
They' Il know what to do.

Dad pushes through the Hi king Custonmers and into the General
Store.
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| NT. CGENERAL STORE - DAY

Dad searches for Danny in the store. Every aisle. Concerned
at first, then frantic.

He passes by the w ndow Danny | ooked out of earlier and hears
a BARK. He stops and | ooks out the w ndow. Mre BARKS, angry,
aggr essi ve.

EXT. CGENERAL STORE - REAR FI ELD - DAY

Dad runs out of the General Store at top speed across the
field.

Dog #2 | ooks up with a bl oodi ed maw, then runs.
Dad's face contorts as he slows and nears the tree |ine.

Hi s foot stops at edge of a torn, bloody plastic shield
laying in the grass.

Gertie screans, O S., muffl ed.
| NT. DANNY' S ROOM - NI GHT ( PRETEND WORLD)

Certie's screans fade up as she | ays on Danny's bed and hol ds
a pillowto her face.

The roomis simlar to Gertie's but with "The Never Endi ng
Story" novie poster and "Conan the Barbarian." Mre fantasy
t han action rel ated paraphernali a.

Danny sits at the end of the bed and waits.
Gertie's screamturns into uncontroll able into sobs.

DANNY
You've heard it before, renenber?
Grandpa got drunk at your birthday
party, the one right after ny funeral ?
Ch, and Mom and Dad had that big fight
in the kitchen. That's when they said
the D-word. ..

Gertie doesn't answer.

DANNY
Di vor ce.

Gertie flings off the pillow
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GERTI E
| don't want to tal k about this.
don't want to tal k about it!

DANNY
Nobody does. Gertie- |'mleaving soon,
| nmean it.
GERTI E
Wy ?
DANNY
You' re getting older and |I don't-
GERTI E
No, you're ny brother and you're
st ayi ng.
DANNY

Listen to ne.
Gertie dismsses him

DANNY
Listen to ne! You have to accept that
"' m dead, Gertie. You have to. Mm
Dad, G andpa- they do, too, before
it's too | ate!

GERTI E
No!

KNOCK KNOCK

The door opens.

I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - CGERTIE' S ROOM - N GHT
Grandpa steps in and | ooks suspi ci ous.

GRANDPA
Who're you yelling at?

CERTI E
| was singing.

GRANDPA
Huh. Rack out. You're going to school
t onor r ow.
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CERTI E
But -
GRANDPA
Haven't you caused enough trouble
t oni ght ?
CERTI E
Yes, sir.

Certie doesn't see the nonent of guilt flash across G andpa's
face for the way he treats her.

He cl oses the door.
Gertie throws the pillow and | ays down on the notebook.

She fl ops over the notebook to it's back. The backi ng catches
her attention.

Titled THE DOAN BELOW it depicts tunnels |eading down from
within the Earth's surface to huts in an underground cavern
with Mol d Monsters running around.

I nsi de one hut is an "egg." Inside another is an open "egg"
and nmultiple Ml d Monsters junping out. Behind the Earth are
tens of Mold Monsters, ready to take over the world.
Certie shoots up
CERTI E

W won the war, but- they're here to

t ake over!
EXT. MLITARY FAMLY HOUSE - DRI VEWAY - N GHT

The "egg" has grown to fill the kennel. A nound of dead
crickets surround the kennel.

The egg pul sates.

A claw, snmaller than the Mold Monster's, protrudes out of the
egg. Then anot her.

It finds and works the padl ock.

Suddenly three other sets of claws stick out in al
directions and grab onto the kennel's bars!
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I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - N GHT

Grandpa rummages around a noving box for a photo albumw th
one hand as the other holds a glass of whiskey.

He drops into the recliner with the photo book and flips
t hrough a few pages. He stops and pulls out a picture of
GRANDMA (50s), Ckinawan, and sm |l i ng.

Grandpa sm | es back.

GRANDPA
You nade ne a better man. And now t hat
you're gone... |I'mnot sure what Kkind

of man | really am
He drinks, but is interrupted by--
SMASH @ ass breaks down the hall way.

GRANDPA
Certiel

| NT. M LITARY HOUSE - HALLWAY - NI GHT
Grandpa stornms down the hall, whiskey sloshing.
CRUNCH

Grandpa pauses at the dark bathroom He pushes the door open
and flips on the |ight.

A broken wi ndow and gl ass on the fl oor.

GRANDPA
Certi e.

No one answers.

Grandpa i nvestigates the scene and | ooks out the w ndow. He
slurs:

GRANDPA
Go ahead Gertie, run away. Run away
fromyour problens. See how fast they
catch you.

The toilet seat lifts an inch. Two MOLD MONSTERS eyebal | s
shi ne.
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GRANDPA
You deal with your problens. Head on.
Got it? Head on, soldier!

BAM The toilet seat slans against the tank. G andpa | ooks
down as a Mbld Monsters |launches fromthe watery bow at him

Grandpa screans and falls backward into the tub, cocooned by
t he shower curtain.

Two nore Mol d Monsters peer in over the broken w ndow,
mal i cious intent on their faces.

G andpa fights the shower certain and pops his head out.

GRANDPA
Where are you! Were. ..

The roomis enpty.
| NT. M LITARY HOUSE - HALLWAY - MOMENTS LATER

Grandpa stares at hinself in the mrror, inridicule. H's
whi skey gl ass, chipped, sits on sink.

TI NY FOOTSTEPS run by the door.

Grandpa | ooks curious, but unwilling to enbarrass hinself
again. He ignores it and takes stock of the bathroom ness.

| NT. M LI TARY HOUSE - GARACE - NI GHT
Gertie super glues the grate to the floor.
| NT. M LI TARY HOUSE - HALLWAY - NI GHT

G andpa cracks the Parent's Room door to check up. He watches
the hunps of their fornms take breaths.

I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - HALLWAY - MOMENTS LATER

Grandpa stands in front of Gertie's roomas if he's about to
give a dress down to a soldier. He wobbles, drunker.

He holds the refilled, chipped whiskey glass, and decides to
put it down on the floor.

GRANDPA
Certie.

No answer. He deliberates |eaving, but stays, tone softening.
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GRANDPA
Gertie, I"'msorry. | amsorry. You're
my only granddaughter. And | take
t hi ngs out on you, on- on a |ot of
peopl e that don't deserve it. |'ve
| ost too much over the years.
Sol diers. Your G andma. Danny. | don't
want to | ose you, too. So I'msorry.
|"mjust a lonely, pissed old grunt,
and when | stop sucking air... Gertie,
can you forgive ne?

Grandpa cracks the door.

GRANDPA
Gertie, I"mtrying here.

Grandpa sees the bed is enpty, closes the door, and turns to
see Certie with her back pressed agai nst the garage door.

Tears stream down Gertie's face.
Grandpa straightens, a proud man, as his eyes tear up.
TINY FOOTSTEPS. A blur runs across the living room

Certie sees it, and Grandpa turns just as the Ml d Monster
peeks around the corner, eyes glinting, snarling.

It di sappears just as fast.

GRANDPA
You littl e-

Grandpa | ooks back at Gertie as if to confirmwhat he's
seei ng.

GRANDPA
kay, Certie. Get weaponized.

Certie nods, firmy.
I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - HALLWAY - LATER

CGertie holds a crowbar and G andpa holds a golf club as they
mar ch down the hallway for war.

Grandpa | ooks |i ke Marion Cobretti fromthe novie "Cobra" and
Gertie like Ellen Ripley from"Alien."
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89 INT. MLITARY HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT
Gertie and Grandpa skulk into the Living Room

Certie turns on all of the lights.

GRANDPA
What' re you doi ng?
GERTI E
It doesn't like light.
GRANDPA
It ain"t gonna like this club shoved
up its-
GERTI E
Over there!

Certie points at the recliner.

Certie and Grandpa close in on the recliner, weapons at the
r eady.

GRANDPA
HAH!

CGertie and Grandpa both | ook at an enpty space behind the
recliner, weapons raised.

CGERTI E
| saw it.

Grandpa | ooks toward the kitchen and nods.

CERTI E
Roger that.

90 INT. MLITARY HOUSE - KITCHEN - NI GHT
Grandpa and Certie enter the kitchen. Above them unnoti ced,
one of the Mdld Monsters grips onto the ceiling, |ooking down
on them

GERTI E
It could be anywhere, Col onel.

Grandpa points to CGertie and then to the cabinets. He holds
up a finger.

Gertie nods and prepares to open a cabinet. G andpa prepares
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to sw ng.

He nods.

She yanks open the cabi net!
Not hi ng. They rel ax.

They prepare for the next one.

Pieces of ceiling plaster drop onto G andpa' s shoul der. He
| ooks at it, curious, and then up-

A Mol d Monsters drops onto Grandpa's face and "ki sses” him
Grandpa struggles to get it off as his screans are nuffl ed.

GERTI E
G andpa!

Grandpa slanms into walls and overturns furniture, as Gertie
| ooks for an opening.

Grandpa strikes at the Mold Monsters. Hi s strikes weaken,
qui ckly.

BAM Certie hits it with the crowbar and SCHLOOP, its suction
on Grandpa lets loose as it flies into the corner

It lies in a heap, notionless.

CERTI E
Grandpa, are you K?

GRANDPA
What the hell are these things?

GERTI E
Sure isn't nol d.

Grandpa gives her a |l ook as Certie studies the Mold Monsters.

GERTI E
It's smal |l er sonehow

GRANDPA
What do you nean?

GERTI E
The other one was like twice this
si ze.
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Gertie references a size with her hands.
GERTI E
What do we do now? Maybe setup a
def ense?
Gertie surveys the kitchen, turning away from G andpa.
THUD.

Certie turns and finds Grandpa sl unped against the wall, on
the floor, with another Mdl d Monsters sucking on his face.

A third nonster watches her as it ties Grandpa's with his own
shoe's shoestring. It grins at her.

GERTI E
No. .

The Mol d Monsters sucking on Grandpa |lets go, a | ook of
sati sfaction.

MOLD MONSTERS
Ahhhh.

Grandpa's head tilts toward Gertie. He manages:

GRANDPA
Run.

Gertie runs on command out of the Kitchen.

One of the Mold Monsters points at the escaping Certie and
squeal s!

I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - HALLWAY - NI GHT

Gertie runs into her Parent's Roomjust as the Mol d Mnsters
round the corner.

I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - PARENT' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Gertie slans the door, locks it, and puts her back agai nst
it.

She | ooks around for sonething to further fortify: a night
stand, boxes, and a vacuum cl eaner.

She steps back and hopes it's enough.

GROAN.
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She whirls around.

GERTI E
Mo Dad!

She drops the crowbar, runs up to the bed and is greeted by
two sl eeping, near dead, corpse |ike people barely resenbling
Mom and Dad.

Bl ood seeps fromnearly every orifice, crusted, and staining
everyt hi ng.

GERTI E
No, Mom Dad!

CGertie crawls into the bed and puts her head on their chests.
They breathe, but barely.

She cries in desperation.

GERTI E
| don't know what to do. Pl ease wake

up.

Gertie spots Momis cell phone. She dials 911 and the line
pi cks up.

GERTI E
Hell o! Hello! Please, we need hel p!

SCRATCHI NG on the |ine.

GERTI E
Hel | 0?

SNI CKERS from Mol d Monsters.

GERTI E
How. . .

Certie drops to the floor, defeated. The phone falls to the
fl oor.

CERTI E
Danny. | need you.

Certie | ooks around desperately but doesn't see him |Instead,
she notices the shadows underneath the door. Then scratching
on a wi ndow i n the bathroom

She reaches over and sl ans the bathroom door shut, and puts
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herself against it. She clenches her eyes shut and screans:

GERTI E
Danny! Danny! Danny pl ease!

Gertie opens her eyes and sees Danny sitting in front of her.
Rel i eved, she scranbles to hug himbut he holds up a hand.
He' s seri ous.

She sits back, confused, but still relieved.

CERTI E
| need your help. They got G andpa.
Mom and Dad. It's not good. And
they're trying to get in. W gotta do

somet hi ng!
DANNY
Gertie. It's tine.
GERTI E
What do you nean?
DANNY
You know what | nean.
GERTI E
Ri ght now? Why right now? We're al
going to die - | need you!
DANNY

| don't have a choi ce.

GERTI E
You don't have a choice?

Sonet hi ng deep down inside in Gertie boils.

GERTI E
You don't have a choi ce? How about
when you chose to get killed? You're
an idiot! You know what. 1'm gl ad
you're dead. I"'mglad | don't have to
wat ch over ny ol der brother who is so
st upi d.

Danny | ooks hurt, but understandi ng of her anger.

GERTI E
Go. Go ahead. Leave.
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Danny stands and holds out his arns for a hug.

GERTI E
No way. See what you did to ny famly?
You're not ny brother. You're just
sone kid that got hinself kill ed.

Danny sighs and wal ks toward the door. Pauses.

DANNY

Renmenber | told you |I had sone ideas?
CERTI E

Go!
DANNY

G to the Down Below. Go to where it

conmes from- defeat them where they

come fromand they' Il never return.

It's your only hope. Now or never.
Gertie covers up and sobs.

DANNY
Love you, Certie.

She | ooks up, wanting to tell himshe | oves him too.

GERTI E
Danny?

The dark room The wi ndow scratching. Her parent's ragged
breat hs. The door handle jiggles, rapidly. It all closes in
on her.

Gertie huddles and cries.

| NT. M LITARY HOUSE - HALLWAY - NI GHT

A Mol d Monsters hangs fromthe door knob, pulling hard.

A hand reaches to grab the | eft whiskey gl ass.

The Ml d Monster pauses, feeling sonmething near and | ooks
behi nd.

SPLASH Whiskey flies into its face.

It screans and falls off the door knob, rubbing its eyes.

Grandpa stands over it, unstable, but able to rear back for a
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punti ng soccer kick toward the Living Room

I NT. M LI TARY HOUSE - PARENT'S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Certie | ooks up, afraid, as she hears the screans.

THUD! The screans fade and things break in the Living Room
The door knob jiggles.

BAM BAM Soneone | arge ranms the door with their shoul der

GRANDPA (Q. S.)
Certi el

Gertie runs to the door, pushes away the barricades, and
unl ocks the door.

CERTI E
G andpa!

Grandpa slides into the room closes the door and |ocks it.
The two survivors enbrace in a hug.

GRANDPA
You' re OK?

GERTI E
[''m OK. But Mom and Dad. .

Grandpa | ooks up at the bed. He can barely stand. He thinks
about how he'll nake it over there.

Certie runs over and supports him

He smles at her, and lets her help himto the bed where he
sits heavily.

GRANDPA
My baby.

Grandpa | ooks at Dad.

GRANDPA
My son.

He notices Momis cell phone and grabs it.

GERTI E
wn't work.
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Grandpa tries the nunber anyways, waits, and | ooks at
phone. Disbelief fornmns.

GRANDPA
| don't understand. We need to get
hel p. W need to get help right now.
He tries anot her nunber - nothing.

SCRATCHI NG from t he wi ndows.

GRANDPA
Surrounded. These m screants!
GERTI E
Gr andpa.
GRANDPA
VWhat ?
GERTI E

| know what | need to do.

GRANDPA
This is the Al anpb, sweet heart. W make
our last stand as a famly.

GERTI E
You keep Mom and Dad safe. |'m going
to end this.

CGertie picks up the crowbar.

GRANDPA
Don't get me wong, Certie, but you're
just a kid.

CERTI E

| know. And I'mthe only one who can
fit.

G andpa | ooks confused on "fit."
I NT. MLITARY HOUSE - HALLWAY - NI GHT

The Parent's Door unl ocks.

t he

Gertie steps out, |ooks both ways, and sneaks toward the

gar age.

67.
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I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - GARAGE - NI GHT

Gertie flips on the light and readies to strike, but
cl ear. Then she notices--

The entire garage is covered in nold.

GERTI E
Wbah.

I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - GARAGE - MOMVENTS LATER

68.

it's

Gertie works to try and pry the grate up, but it's not

gi ving. She keeps trying.

I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - PARENT' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Grandpa slides off the bed and puts his hands together,

awkwardly. It's been a while. He prays.

MOM (O S.)
Hey, Dad.

G andpa | ooks up, surprised.

Momtilts her head toward G andpa and smles, weakly.

GRANDPA

Hey baby. It's gonna be all right.
MOM

| saw Danny.
GRANDPA

You' ve been asleep all day. | think

you were dream ng.

MOM
He was talking to CGertie. He was
sayi ng goodbye. | mss himso nuch.

Mom starts to cry.

Grandpa conforts her, again awkward, but neani ngful .
her face of the blood and tears with the bl anket.

GRANDPA
It's OK Everything's gonna be K

MOM
[t's not, Dad. It's not. W're not OK

He wi pes
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GRANDPA
When your Mother died, | felt this
decay. Inside. These things eating ne.
Growing. Miltiplying as | becane..
less. | was waiting, waiting to die,
until Danny cane al ong. And then
Gertie. They put ne back together.
But, then we lost himand I fell right
back apart.

Moml s hand covers his. She knows.

GRANDPA
It's not his fault.

MOM
VWhose?

Grandpa | ooks at Dad.
MOM

Sonmetimes | have to rem nd nyself,
that. It's not fair. Those thoughts.

GRANDPA
It ain't. I want himto know that in
case these things get in and finish us
of f.
Mom | ooks conf used.
MOM
Dad, it's past tine we let these
t hi ngs out.
GRANDPA

You don't understand.
The door knob jiggles, wldly.

GRANDPA
They' re com ng.

Mom pushes on Dad to wake hi m up.

MOM
Who' s com ng? You're scaring ne.

Mom real i zes sonet hi ng.
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MOM
Wiere's Certie?
Grandpa struggles to his feet.
A w ndow BREAKS in the bathroom
Mom shakes Dad.

GRANDPA
Those nasty little nold nonsters.

MOM
Dad- where's Certie?

She rocks Dad har der.
MOM
Wake up, wake up! Pl ease wake up
Don't | eave nel!

Grandpa faces off toward the bathroom door.

Mom realizes he's not waking up, then notices finally the
blood. It's everywhere. On her, on him Everywhere.

MOM
Dad! He won't wake up, | don't want
himto | eave ne! Pl ease, do sonething!
Grandpa retreats to Dad' s besi de.
I NT. MLITARY HOUSE - GARAGE - N GHT

CGertie strains. She and the crowbar trenble as she tries to
di sl odge the grate.

CHANG
The grate flips off.
Gertie drops, exhausted.

She crawls to the hole, grabs the crowbar and peers down the
hol e.

She retreats.
CGERTI E

Danny, | can't do this. I'"'mjust a
ki d.
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Danny's hand | ays on her shoul der.

DANNY
You have to.

CERTI E
Danny! You didn't | eave!

Danny stands beside her in the sane clothing, shield and
sword as Danny when he was attacked.

She hugs Danny, and this time he hugs back.

DANNY
| have one last thing to give you.

GERTI E
This isn't one of our ganmes, Danny! |
could die like...

DANNY
Like me. You're wasting tinme. This
doesn't get better with tinme. The
nonsters- they're trying to get to
Mom Dad and G andpa.

GERTI E
You sound | i ke G andpa.

Danny takes off his sword and shi el d.

CERTI E
Those are just toys. | have this.

Gertie raises the crowbar.

DANNY
Bel i eve.

GERTI E
This isn't nmake believe anynore!

Danny doesn't relent.

GERTI E
Fine. But I'mtaking this, too.

Gertie stops in front of the hole, still unsure. She turns to
ask a question, but Danny's head is al ready shaking.
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DANNY
| can't go with you. I'll always be
with you.

Danny touches his own chest.
Gertie shakes her head, not wanting to believe him
GERTI E
What am | supposed to do when |I'm
there, in the Down Bel ow?
DANNY
Face it. You only have until norning,
remenber ?

Certie gul ps and | ooks at the hole. Turning back, Certie
finds hersel f al one.

Gertie |l ooks like she wants to run, but she touches her own
chest.

GERTI E
| don't want to do this al one, Danny,
don't make ne!
| NT. M LITARY HOUSE - GARAGE TUNNEL - N GHT

Certie clinbs down the claustrophobic tunnel, crying, afraid.

She nears the hatch and opens it with her foot to reveal
absol ut e darkness.

She |l eans to get a better |ook-

The | adder breaks!

Gertie ricochets off the walls and falls into the open hatch.
OVER BLACK

| NT. MOLD MONSTER HOUSE - DAY

A one-room w ndowl ess cabin scaled at an eight year old's
hei ght. Everything is covered in some kind of nmold. It's the
den of the Mbold Monster!

Certie wakes up on the nold-covered fl oor.

GERTI E
Ew Ugh.
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She | ooks around to see she's alone, then takes in her
sur roundi ngs.

She finds photos of Young Gertie and Danny pinned to a wall.

GERTI E
VWhat the..

She reaches out to touch a picture and a glop of nold from
the ceiling drips on her hand.

GERTI E
No freaking way!

CGertie | ooks for a way to get back up the hole, but it's too
hi gh.

She finds a tool and tries to turn the hatch's handle. It
doesn't budge.

GERTI E

Conme on! It was a trap. It was all a
trap. Danny! You led ne into a trap!

Gertie kicks and pushes things over. A glop of nold drops in
her hair.

GERTI E
You gotta be kidding ne! Thanks a | ot!

She tries to get it out and notices a door. She | ooks around,
not sure how she missed it.

Hesitantly, Gertie uses her shirt to try the door handle. It
doesn't give.

GERTI E
Ar gh!

I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - PARENT' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Grandpa hol ds onto the bat hroom door as Mol d Monsters cl aw at
t he ot her side.

Mom pats Dad' s face.

MOM
Conme on, babe, wake up! Pl ease!

Dad gul ps for air.
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MOM
Oh thank God. Dad, he's back

Grandpa | ooks t hankful .

MOM

| thought | |ost you.
DAD

|"ve been here all along.
MOM

Me, too.
DAD

And | want it to stay that way.

MOM
Me, too.

Mom and Dad enbrace.
The | ock on the bedroom door POPS open.
Momi s eyes go wi de and she slides out of bed but falls.

GRANDPA
The door!

Mom gat hers herself and crawl s across the floor.
The door pops open an inch.

Mom sl ans herself against it, re-locks it, and | eans agai nst
it.

MOM
We can't keep this up

Grandpa | ooks away, not wanting to admt.
Dad | eans up out of bed, using all of his strength.

DAD
What's goi ng on?

SCRATCHI NG
Pl aster dust falls fromthe ceiling.

Grandpa and Mom | ook up to find the nmakings of a small hole.
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A claw sticks through it to widen it.
103 I NT. MOLD MONSTER HOUSE - DAY
Certie paces.

GERTI E
Thi nk. Thi nk!

She stops to | ook at her shoe and goes to use the crowbar to
renove the nold caking on the soles.

She pauses and studies the crowbar.

GERTI E
| mpr ovi se.

Gertie uses the crowbar on the door.

CERTI E
Open!

The door pops open and she falls on her rear-end.
Bright white light floods the room
Gertie shields her eyes, gets up and wal ks into the |ight.
OVER VWH TE
104 EXT. GENERAL STORE - REAR FI ELD - DAY
W nd bl ows through grass and trees.

Certie steps outside, eyes adjusting to the |light, and
crowbar at the ready.

She | ooks around at an unfam |liar place.

She realizes the door behind her is closed. She tries it.
Locked.

GERTI E
Hel | 0?

Not hi ng.
Danny's red shoes step from behind a bush at the tree |ine.

Gertie pounds on the door wth the crowbar and tries to pry
it open.
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GERTI E
Open up

CGertie gives up and catches her breath. She feels sonething
wat chi ng her and turns.

The Mol d Monster stands in the shadow of the tree |ine.
Hul ki ng. Hungry.

CGERTI E
You.

She points at it with the crowbar.
GERTI E
| got you once already. Leave ny
famly al one!
Gertie charges at it.
Mol d Monster charges at her.
They neet and do battle. It's back and forth.

The Mol d Monster m sses a strike but shreds the | ower part of
her shirt.

Gertie knocks the Mold Monster down with the crowbar.

CGERTI E
You' re fini shed!

Gertie raises the crowbar for the final strike, but hears a
door OPEN

She | ooks behind her to find the Mdld Monsters rushing her
from behi nd.

She feels sonething clasp the crowbar.

The Mol d Monster holds the crowbar and rises, seething. It
rips the crowbar out of her hands.

CGertie backs away, surrounded by all of the Ml d Mnsters.

GERTI E
Danny | need you!

Goo drips fromthe hungry nmouths of the Mdld Monsters.

CGertie | ooks around for Danny, but she's al one.
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She shrinks and trenbles. Her hand brushes the plastic sword,
and she | ooks around. They're out in the open. It's bright.
She gets an idea.

The Mold Monsters close ranks on Gertie, their claws
CLACKI NG

Certie, painted black and white |i ke Conan from "Conan and
t he Barbarian,"” roars!

The Mol d Monsters take pause and | ook confused.

They chatter, sloppy clicks and barks. Goo spittle flies.
Gertie waits, eyeing them

Mol d Monster points at her and gives a roar of its own.
The Mol d Monsters close in and they fight.

Mol d Monster hangs on the outside and watches, waiting for
its time to strike. It seens to grow bigger.

Gertie and the Mold Monsters fight that wounds and brui ses
bot h ali ke.

Certie takes the upper hand and the three Mold Monsters are
defeated, until -

Mol d Monster, nuch larger in size now, turns her and grabs
her by the throat.

Certie drops her weapons and grabs onto its wists. She
struggl es ki cking and punchi ng.

She realizes the futility, but then knows what she nust do.
She |l ooks into its eyes.

GERTI E
| see you, nonster. | see you.

Mol d Monster doesn't understand, but becomes nervous.
GERTI E
| said | see you, Ml d Mnster! | see
you!

Mol d Monster becones afraid, but holds onto her. It starts to
shri nk.
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It tries not to |look at her intense stare but Gertie grabs a
hold of its face and forces it.

It shrinks enough so that Gertie's feet gain traction on the
gr ound.

GERTI E
Face ne!

The Mol d Monster lets go of Gertie and tries to push away,
but Gertie keeps with it and holds tight.

CERTI E
| see you. And. |. Face. You!

The Mol d Monster begins to shrink even smaller, and decays.
Gertie roars!

Al'l of the Mold Monsters shrink into a dissipating pile of
nol d.

Certie stands al one, wavering, exhausted.
A wind blows and their remmants vani sh.

GERTI E
| faced you. | faced you..

| NT. M LI TARY HOUSE - PARENT' S BEDROOM - NI GHT

The ceiling hole, larger, is enpty.

Dad sits up in the bed, grasping a |anp as a weapon.
Mom Dad and G andpa watch the hole, stunned.

MOM
Where did it go?

Grandpa puts his ear against the bathroom door, then opens
it, carefully.

He | ooks surpri sed.

GRANDPA
They' re gone.

MOM
Are you sure?
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DAD
Soneone want to tell me what's going
on now?

Mom uses the door knob to get up, shakily, and shuffles
toward the bed.

GRANDPA
Car ef ul .

MOM
We need to try the phone again.

The bedroom door jiggl es.
Mom stop in her tracks.

Dad grips the | anp.

KNOCK  KNOCK
GERTIE (O S.)
Quys?
MOM
Certie!

Mom shuffles quickly to the door and opens it, enbracing with
Gertie.

G andpa watches, realizing CGertie nust have defeated the
nonsters.

Gertie | eans back Mom and addresses the room

GERTI E
| faced it.

DAD
Faced what ?

Gertie smles and | ooks around. She realizes she wasn't the
only one '"facing it.'

Grandpa | ays a hand on Dad's shoul der
Dad, taken off guard, |ooks up questioningly to G andpa.
Grandpa wears an apol ogetic, loving face.

Mom hugs Gertie again.
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106 EXT. JUNGLE - DAY (PRETEND WORLD)

Gertie, a Zulu tribal warrior, dashes through thick
under brush carrying a banana | eaf w apped package.

She skids to a stop and hides behind a |large tree.
CRUNCH CRUNCH
The sil houette of a JAGUAR passes by. GROAS.

Certie, confident, stands and strides into a clearing towards
a hut under a tree.

The Jaguar appears at the edge of the clear, shadowed.
GROALS.

It |aunches after her!

Certie stops and waits just outside the hut, unwavering.
Bor ed, even.

The Jaguar readies for a pounce.
SNAP! A net surrounds Jaguar and lifts it into the air.
Gertie whirls around.

GERTI E
Hah!

Gertie turns on a heel and enters the hut.

107 | NT. SCHOOL - CAFETERI A - DAY
Gertie strides into the cafeteria carrying a | unch box.
School Kids, in their usual groups, eat |lunch and CHATTER

Gertie unzips her lunch box to reveal a stash of MRE
br owni es.

School Grl notices Certie and smles.

Gertie smles back and wal ks toward her with the brownies.
108 INT. CAR (PARKED) - SCHOOL - DAY

Grandpa puts the car in park and | ooks out the w ndow.

Gertie sits on a wall talking to School Grl. They're al
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sm | es.
Certie sees Grandpa and hops to, waving at School Grl.

Certie drops into the passenger seat.

GRANDPA

Didit work?
GERTI E

Maybe |I'm gl ad you noved cl oser.
GRANDPA

Jury's still out, huh?

Grandpa and Gertie wear matching grins.

CGERTI E
Drive on, Col onel.

I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY

Mom pul | s out a cake fromthe fridge. The roomis decorated
for Thanksgi ving. Covered dishes wait to be devoured.

Dad strolls in.

DAD
Turkey is about ready. Is that... No.
Coul dn' t be.

Mom shrugs as she pops the plastic case.

MOM
Coul d be.

Dad conmes up behind Mom and waps his arns around her as she
fixes sone of the icing.

Dad | ooks at his watch.

DAD
They're late. Your dad is off his
mar K.

MOM
Don't do it.

Mom wi pes a dab of frosting on her finger and offers it to
Dad.
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Dad sucks it off.

DAD
Buttercream M favorite.

The front door OPENS.

GERTI E
W' re hone!

Dad | ays out plates and | ooks up as Gertie and G andpa enter,
| ooki ng sly.

I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - KITCHEN - LATER

Grandpa, Mom Dad and CGertie sit around the table and hol d
hands. Candles are |lit. Food is laid out.

Grandpa finishes up his speech.

GRANDPA
And for that, we'll always give
t hanks. Lastly, to the ones we've
lost. W will renmenber. W will |ove.
And, we will live.

The fam |y | ooks at one another in a solemm, but happy peace.

GRANDPA
Chow down.

I NT. M LITARY HOUSE - KI TCHEN - MOMENTS LATER

Mom cuts the turkey. Silverware CLINKS agai nst plates. They
j oke and | augh with each other.

DAD
So, Col onel, how s your watch working?

Mom shakes her at Dad.
G andpa checks out his watch
GRANDPA
It's fine. Did you do sonething to it?

Did you touch ny watch?

Dad can barely contain his |laughter as he works his cel
phone. He shows it to G andpa.

It shows Grandpa and Gertie entering the house earlier
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GRANDPA
So what ?

DAD
Check the tine.

G andpa does, and he's not inpressed at first.
GRANDPA
Well. | guess, you sly bastard, you
got ne.

Dad, Mom and Gertie | ooks shocked.

DAD
VWhat ?

Dad | aughs.

GRANDPA
You got ne!

They all | augh.

Danny | eans agai nst the kitchen doorway, smling, as he plays
with a Rubik's cube.

Certie senses sonething and | ooks over to an enpty doorway.
112 INT. MLITARY HOUSE - ATTIC - DAY

Gertie signs her name to the notebook and replaces it where
she found it.

113 EXT. NEI GHBORHOCD STREET - DAY

A YOUNG BOY (around 9) sits on the sidewal k, over top a
street gutter. He | ooks unhappy.

Mol d Monster's eyes reflect in the darkness of the drain. It
moves forward into the light as it licks its lips and teeth
hungrily.

GERTIE (O S.)
Hey!

Mol d Monster gasps and retreats, watching fromthe safety of
t he dar kness.

Gertie stops in front of the Young Boy.



YOUNG BOY
Hey.

GERTI E
| heard there was bunker around here
and it was haunted. |Is that true?

YOUNG BOY
Yeah.
CERTI E
So cool. Do you know where it is?
YOUNG BOY
Yeah. ..
CERTI E
| bet I can stay in there for ten
seconds.

Young Boy suddenly becones i nterested.

YOUNG BOY
No way.

Gertie stands her ground, "yes, way."
Young Boy stands.

YOUNG BOY
You' re on.

They wal k of f together.

GERTI E
Lead the way. I'm CGertie by the way.

YOUNG BOY
Lucas. Do you go to the school ?

GERTI E
Not on base.

YOUNG BOY
Oh.

Certie glances over her shoul der at the drain,

84.

t hr eat eni ng.



